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In a March 26 speech to the Greater San Antonio Chamber of Commerce, Secretary of Defense
Caspar Weinberger said both humanitarian and military support for the Nicaraguan contras
are crucial for peace and freedom in the Western Hemisphere. "Our support for the contras is
necessary to secure the rights the Nicaraguans fought for in their revolution in Central America."
For Weinberger, the real revolution consists of nurturing "the seeming simplicity of pluralistic
democracy." The Secretary stated that Iran-contra scandals aside, the Congress "owes it to the
American people to decide the contra issue on its merit." According to the Secretary, El Salvador
is a success story of US support: "In El Salvador, a nation our critics would have had us abandon
years ago, there is a constitutional government endorsed by [large]...voter turnout in four successive
elections. This accomplishment is all the more impressive given that El Salvador is also fighting
a guerrilla movement well stocked by Cuba and Nicaragua." Next, Weinberger said that while
the contra movement has continued to grow since its inception, "we seldom, if ever, read of the
contras' many successes." "Their ability to infiltrate the country, their success in recruiting from
diverse elements of the population, their genuine desire to install a democratic government. Rather,
what we know of the contras comes largely under the category of myth. "For example, the dispute
among the leadership of the Unified Nicaraguan Opposition is looked upon as the death knell for
the contra effort." The dispute, said Weinberger, the outcome of the fact that the contra leaders
are "free men." "This is a normal part of any democratic process, and is certainly to be expected
within a group with such an immense and politically charged task...This public argument within the
democratic resistance movement is a stark reminder of the alternative to open debate. When you
live in Nicaragua, and disagree with the Sandinistas, your picture does not appear on the front page
of the newspaper. If you are lucky, you end up exiled, otherwise you join the 6,000 other political
prisoners, or you end up dead." According to Weinberger, the argument that the contras cannot
win is a specious argument. "What are the opponents of the democratic resistance trying to say
are they trying to say the contras should not win? Are they trying to say they cannot win within
the next month, two months, two years? Indeed, the argument is absurd on its face. Not only are
we never told by our opponents what actually constitutes `victory' for them, but we are supposed
to hinge our support for the freedom fighters on some undefined, ill-informed and subjective
analysis of the contras' political and military prospects. "The same `can't win' argument surely could
have kept Lafayette in Paris, rather than helping the apparently hopeless cause of the American
Revolution, and the British from even thinking they could fight in Europe in World War II. Indeed,
if one only looked at the odds, or the conventional wisdom, Ronald Reagan would never have
been elected governor of California, let alone president of the United States for two terms. "...Our
opponents suggest that we abandon the contras and talk with the Sandinistas about democracy.
And we have recently heard a word to describe this policy. It is called a `transition' from support
for the contras to `diplomacy.' I must tell you I find this to be a repugnant euphemism. It suggests
that our administration has ignored the avenues of diplomacy to help bring about democracy in
Nicaragua. But worse, `transition' is a soothing word for the immoral abandonment of thousands
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of people fighting for their rights as human beings. There is certainly a need for a `transition' it is a
transition to democracy that is required. "Our support for a diplomatic solution to the threat posed
by the Sandinistas is well known. Indeed our very aid to the contras is an incentive to diplomacy.
We could welcome some aspects of the plan put forward by President Arias of Costa Rica. But the
sticking point has always been the same. The Sandinistas simply refuse to negotiate in good faith, to
open their political system, or to renounce their revolution. They refuse to abide by the core of the
Contadora plan or the Arias plan, which is to move toward democracy."

-- End --
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